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and ruled over northern and central India during the whole of
the fourth century and three-quarters of the fifth. After the fall of the
Gupta Empire another great Indian empire arose, again on the
Ganges, in the first half of the seventh century, under King Harsha
of Kanauj. As for the Deccan, it had preserved its independence
under a number of native dynasties, the chief of which was that of
the Andhras, lasting from about 200 B.C. to A.D. 200 and succeeded
by that of the Pallava, lasting from the third to the eighth centuries.
It was under these various national dynasties that an aesthetic ideal
which may properly be called Indian took definitive shape, by devel-
oping the indigenous elements existing at Bharhut and Sanchi and
adapting the foreign elements of Gandhara.
This aesthetic ideal is already present in the earliest art of Ma-
thura, which was contemporary with that of Gandhara, since both
of them flourished during the first two centuries of our era, under
the rule of the Indo-Scythian or Kushan kings. The Buddhas of the
Mathura school, which are fairly well represented in the museums of
Mathura and Sarnath-Benares, are definitely distinct from those of
Gandhara.1 Mr. A. Coomaraswamy, who has made a special study
of them, notes their distinguishing characteristics as follows: the head
is shaven, with no curls; when necessary, the ushnisha is in the form
of a spiral; there is no urnd between the eyes; the right shoulder is
always bare; the chest is very full; the drapery clings closely to the
body, so closely that its conventionalized folds give the impression
of a wet garment; the general expression is vigorous rather than
gentle. Mr. Coomaraswamy thinks that this style (which was also used
at Mathura for Jain statues) owes nothing to Greco-Buddhistic mod-
els, and that it is this school far more than the Greco-Buddhist one
which created the first representations of Buddha. We must admit
that, in spite of this eminent archaeologist's arguments, we adhere to
1 See Philippe Vogel: La Sculpture de Mathura, Collection Ars Asiatica, Vol. XV
(Paris, Van Oest, 1930), PL XXVI; Coomaraswamy: "Sculptures from Mathura,"
Bulletin of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Vol. XXV, No. 150 (August 1927), pp. 50-4.